
Re: Proposedamendmentsto dissolvedoxygenstandard(R04-25)

Dorothy Gunn,Clerk
Illinois Pollution Control Board
LrnesR. ThompsonCenter
100 W. RandolphSt.
Suite11-500
Chicago,IL 60601

DearMs.Gunn,

In April 2004,the illinois Associationof WastewaterAgencies(IAWA) submittedaproposalto the Illinois Pollution
Control Boardproposingto lower thedissolvedoxygencriteriafrom 5.0 mgIl to 3.5 mg/I during the monthsof July
throughFebruary. I am writing youto askthat you rejeëtJAWA’s request.The proposedreductionin dissolved
oxygencriteriawill not improvethe conditionof Illinois streamssuchas theFox River, ratherit will havethe
oppositeeffect by furtherdegradingwate qualityandharmingaquaticlife. The currentIllinois standardfor
dissolvedcxygenfollows U.S.Envir~ ~lProtectionAgencyguidelinesandpastscientific studiesdo not
supporta lower standard.Therefore )jS Pollution Control Boardshouldreject theproposalto lower
dissolvedoxygen standards.
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Theconditionof theFox River is impactedby m~iltiplestressors.As thesestressorsbecomeintensifiedthe
ecosystemdeteriorates.Thedegradationof the Fox Rivet hasandwill continueto affect thewell beingof its
residents.In February2004,over 150,000residentsin Aurorawererecommendedto boil their water. A report
preparedby WestonSolutionsindicatedthat themajority of theblamefor theboil ordercouldbeplacedon the
deteriorationof waterquality in the Fox River. Theproposedrule changeby JAWA will not improvethe condition
of the Fox River,but it hasthepotentialto accelerateits decliningcondition. Thus, it shouldberejectedby the
Illinois Pollution Control Board.

~ you verymuchfor your time andconsideration.
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